
David Bardach is a business leader focused on innovation, marketing, strategy, and problem
solving. A healthcare entrepreneur, David is the Chief Marketing Officer of TapCloud, a
healthcare IT company using patient reported information to create a clinical early warning
system. Previously, he led global innovation and ran numerous businesses at Kraft Foods –
ranging from Philadelphia Cream Cheese to the iconic Kraft Macaroni and Cheese. David
began his career at Procter & Gamble as a product development engineer working on
“glamorous” products like Pepto Bismol and Metamucil.  He earned his MBA
from Northwestern University’s Kellogg Graduate School of Management and his B.S. in
chemical engineering from the University of Maryland   A creative cook and fair-weather
runner, David is an avid traveler – visiting 100+ countries and all 7 continents.  An active
volunteer and life-long learner, David works with a variety of organizations, frequently in
leadership capacities.
 
Marc Blumenthal Recognized in Illinois Super Lawyers in 2007 and for 2012-2019 under the
category Franchise/Dealership, Marc has been practicing law and advising clients since 1981.
He specializes in franchise and trademark law and also practices corporate, leasing and
copyright/entertainment law. Marc has also served as an expert witness and consultant in
franchise law, has authored and co-authored articles, and has spoken on many franchise
topics. He divides his practice between litigation, transactional and disclosure work, and
trademark prosecution. Marc is also an active board member in other non-profit
organizations, and is involved in one tech and one non-tech start-up. Marc has also become
an avid runner and enjoys long bike rides. He received both his B.A. in Political Science and
his Juris Doctor degree from Tulane University, and spent one semester in Jerusalem with
Brandeis University's Jacob Hiatt Institute in 1973. Marc and his wife Sharon live in Skokie.
 
Sarina  Gerson is the Director of Springboard, a teen engagement initiative at The Jewish
United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. In this role she is responsible for
working with community partners to create exciting new points of engagement for Jewish
teens, while also strengthening the organizational infrastructure that supports teen
programs and professionals. She began her career in the nonprofit sector, working in
government affairs and public policy. Later she worked as a consultant focused on strategic
planning and leadership development. She received her BA from Indiana University and her
MBA from the University of Maryland.
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Hilary Greenberg has devoted much of her time to volunteer efforts that help enrich,
promote and move forward the Jewish community agenda with a keen interest in the
Federation system, Day School movement and adult learning.  Moving from Boston with her
family in 2002, Hilary enthusiastically continued her community activism in Chicago. She
currently sits on the Board of Directors for the JUF Federation of Metropolitan Chicago and
was a previous JUF VP of Campaign for the Women’s Division knowing financial resources
are a necessity for a vibrant and compassionate community. Her participation at the
national level in the Wexner Heritage Foundation and Young Leadership Cabinet were
pivotal early experiences cementing her love of adult learning and leadership development.
 Hilary has been involved with numerous committees in Boston and Chicago over the years
and currently sits on the JFNA National Women’s Philanthropy Board and is President-elect
for the JUF Women’s Board. When not being a “professional volunteer”, you will find her
gardening, cooking, being a grandma and staying active. In a previous life, Hilary was a
speech and language pathologist specializing in the hearing impaired population.
 
Deborah Hamilton is passionate about high quality Jewish education for adults because she
has experienced its impact in her own life.  Deborah is a graduate of the Florence Melton
Adult Jewish education program. Deborah earned her B.A. from University of Pennsylvania
and her J.D. from the University of Michigan and works as an attorney for the United States
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, which enforces the federal laws against
employment discrimination.  Deborah is mom to three girls, including one who is a member
of Orot's inaugural class of high school students.  Deborah, her husband Jim Rosenberg, and
their family live in Evanston and are active members of the Jewish community there. 
Deborah also serves on the Board of Trustees of the Chicago Jewish Day School.
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Andrea Melzer is the CEO/Co-Founder of Compatibility LLC, a women-owned (WBENC
certified) technology company that develops smart algorithms to match people in pairs and
groups to optimize collaboration, productivity and results where they work, learn and live.  
Prior to launching Compatibility, Andrea was the President/Owner of Executive Options, Ltd.,
an executive search and consulting firm that specialized in placing middle to senior level
professionals in part-time, interim and consulting positions.  Andrea and her colleagues
provided in-depth training, coaching, leadership development, and governance consulting to
executives and their management teams.  
 
Andrea has a long history of non-profit board service and leadership, including President of
Solomon Schechter Day School of Metropolitan Chicago, founding board member at
Chicagoland Jewish High School (now Rochelle Zell Jewish High School) and Children’s
Memorial Hospital’s Medical Research Institute Council, and a current Shalva Board member.
 
Andrea earned her MBA from the University of Chicago and a BA from the University of
Michigan.  She and her husband Jeff live in Skokie and enjoy entertaining and traveling,
including visits to their daughter, Gabriella, and her husband, Gregory, in NYC and daughter,
Tamar, in Tel-Aviv.
 
Dr. Karen Pierce MD, DLFAACAP, DLFAPA is a Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychiatrist and
Clinical Associate Professor of Child Psychiatry at Northwestern University.  She is a
Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
(AACAP) and the American Psychiatric Association (APA).  She writes, speaks, and consults in
the area of children and adults that struggle with mental health. Dr Pierce recognizes the
need for spiritual connection to promote positive mental health.  She has practices yoga and
meditation regularly through a Jewish lens.  In addition to the teachers at OROT, Dr Pierce
has studied with Rabbis Arthur Green, Jay Moses, Jonathan Slater, Sheila Peltz Weinberg and
several others that have her gratitude.
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Lisa Portnoy is a retired partner with Ernst & Young. Lisa spent many years in the San
Francisco Bay Area and relocated to Chicago in 2012. Originally from New Jersey, Lisa
received a BA in Accounting from Franklin and Marshall College in Pennsylvania. She has
been an active community volunteer in Jewish and secular organizations including the
Executive Board of Directors of the Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco and the
audit committee of Jewish Federations of North America. She is currently a member of the
Board of Directors of Mishkan Chicago and a member of the International and Chicago
regional councils of New Israel Fund. She is also a member of the advisory council for the
Institute for Business and Professional Ethics at DePaul University.   Since retiring, Lisa
spends her time traveling and cooking for friends.
 
Kim Shwachman is an active volunteer in the Chicago Jewish community as a member of
the Board of Trustees of Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
and currently Chairs the JUF Partnership Together Committee, which allocates resources in
Israel to Kiryat Gat-Lachish and Shafir. Kim serves on numerous Federation committees,
including the executive committee. She is the immediate past Chair of the Missions
Committee and has led or participated in many Missions to Israel and other Jewish
communities around the world. Kim is a member of the Board of Trustee of Jewish
Federations of North America and a member of the Financial Resource Development
Committee. She is a member of the JUF Women’s Board and the immediate past Vice
President of Community Development.  Kim is a trustee of the Jewish Women’s Foundation,
and a member of the newly created Board of Directors of Orot, The Center for Jewish
Learning.  Kim is also an active member of her synagogue, Congregation Beth Shalom, and
serves on the Ritual Committee and Endowment Campaign Committee. She graduated from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism. Kim and
her husband Perry live in Northbrook, and have three children, Blair, 23, Danielle, 21 and
Tyler, 19.
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